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writers’ block

CARROLLTON CREATIVE WRITERS CLUB FEBRUARY 2011
COWCBuUsnes RidwardApdersondsobrwghta
The dub memberstook avoteon gues: Aglnen F)rost, who lovesto
whether or not to continuewith the writechularer shooks
Locd Voicesprogram during Mecca WehopeGene Clest, Gregand Adtian
Festin 2011. Themotion passedWith | enjoyed their visit and will decideto
an over whelming mgority voteof 19 | 36 COWC their new writing home
' to 4. Now the next question pased to
Carrollton Creative themembersisforavolunier oheed | Reprings
Writers Club thecommittee Sofar, no volurtieers Onthe® Tuesay, February 8" the
ounded Fal have comeforward. . .. i
WWW. CarrolTItongre(:itli:vélv\igtoe?sdub.com fOI I ol I’g Wes rmj a]d crit quaj
www.ccweblog.blogspot.com An
NoUNCEMENtS eHeanor Walfe Hoomes — “Of Story
Mission: Wehed Mr. GeneFranckoviak from | \wevers and Story Reedlers- poetry
Provide information and critique and Newnen, Georgiavist CCWC on quartet
facilitate the aé)t(grf cl:rc]).rms of written Tuesdaty, Februay8‘h ad February
22", Genewrites about family eFrak Rogers—*TwiceUpon a
eetings: history, WWII endNon-Hdionworks. | Time — chapter of fiction.
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 10:00 am-noon | Hemoved to Georgiarecently from
Carrolton Culural Arts Center Mandeville Lousanato escepethe «Zan Maie Seecham—* Friendly
251 Alabama Street, Carrollton, GA threet of hurricanes

30117
(770) 838-1083

Contat:

Mary Wilburn 770-832-0575
mnsaxon@aol.com
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We d=0 had guests of Frank Rogers -
Clegt Bulach (author of various non-
fiction educationd materias) and his
son Greg Bulach (teecher/poet on
goring breek from Douglas County
Schoals) visit with uson the 22™,

Fire’ — chapter of fiction.

eDavn Goodwin—“My Fear of Nice
People’ —onlineblog article.

eDianaBlack —“The Windowsto the
Soul”—chapter of fiction.
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I've got 'Rancho’ Soitmay |
nipped and tucked work after |2
into shape like all, eh?

Now Jackie, Crystal
can act. She can
dance. You said so

Yeah, but there's
just one problem
left. Your sister -

my aunt Rosie.

\

yourself.

True, but -- have you ever noticed? Every
song she sings sounds like... foghorns
mating... like Ethel Merman standards
Something overt.
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February Program:

Richard Anderson fadilitated thedub
medtingsfor the month of February.
He conducted awdl| sructured
program focusad ontheart of * poetry’ .

Richard read illudrationsfrom various
poetsuch as Poe, Hawthorme,
Longfdlow, Lowdl, Shekespeare,
Emerson, Whitman, Sandburg, Fros,
Cadllins Bradbury, Dumnand Held as
wdl as twoof hisown poemscdled
“| Hear theWorld Sing” and “If |
Could But WriteOneLineLike
Poes”

Hedid agrest job and the presentation
wasvery indgghtful, hepful and
memorable, reminding usof the
beauty, degance and Subjective nature
of poetry.

Memba Soatlight

Congratulaionsto Zan Marie
Seadham. ShewasafindigintheNo
Fear Blogfest. Her blog finished 3°.

Congratulaionsto Eleanor Wolfe
Hoomes Shejusdt recaived word thet
Eyeof theBeholder isaGeorgia
Book of the'Y ear nominezin poetry!
Let' shopeshe snachesthetitlethis

year, eventhough to usshe sdreedy a
winner.

Fred and Sharon Hamlin visted on
Tuesday, February 8" and announced
Fred was cance free

March Meding;

Kevin Buiceisscheduled to fadlitate
the Marchmedtings

Upocoming BEvents
Hereisthe Facilitator Ligt for the
2011 cdendar year:
March—Kevin Buice
April —Misse Borders
May —Beverly Bruemmer
June—T.L. Gray
July — Amber Fickle
Augug —Diane Quimby
September —Frank Rogers
October —Beverly Smith
November —AnitaBuice
December — AnitaBuice

Specid programs scheduled so far:

June14™ —T.L. Gray hasinvited
Movie Producer\Writer - Elisa
DimitriaBowman of Cinigi
Resources Inc. to spesk aout the
role of writersin today’ smovie
indudtry.

September 13" —Frank Rogershas
invited Actor /Stuntman - Jm
Dunham to spesk about turning
novesinto movies.

Y ou don't want to missthesetwo
mestings. Invitefdlow writersyou
may know who you think would be
interested in these presentations.

Reading and
Critiquing Guidelines:

Befor e the meeting:

Notify the facilitator of:

» What you are going toread, i.e;; genre,
chapter, poem, short story

» The word count or number of pages.

» Which draft your work is: rough, second,
closetofina or final, etc.

» |f you are unable to notify beforehand,
tell the facilitator upon arrival at the
meeting.

» Provide copies of your work by email or
hard copy; some members will make notes
on their copy and giveit back to you. It'sa
good ideato contact the facilitator to see
how many will be attending/reading. Ten
copiesare usually sufficient.

During the meeting:

»When reading your piece, give one
minute or less of back story if you fedl it's
vital to your presentation.

» Y ou can have someone el se read for you,
but please make this arrangement in
advance so your reader hasa chanceto
familiarize himself with your work.

When you're finished reading:

» Sit back and accept your medicine
gracefully; being defensive helps no one.
Make notes of the verbal critiques given
you for later reference. Should you
disagree with someone's critique, just
accept it and go on. If you have a question
regarding someon€' s critique, ask for
clarification, and then move on.

» Be gracious and | et everyone move on to
the next reader.

For those critiquing:

» Remember the reader islooking for
consgtructive criticism. Take care to point out
one thing you liked for each thing that
bothered you. Thisis called sandwiching
your comments.

» Be gpecific about what did or didn’t work
for you. It's not helpful to hear “I didn't like
that” but it may be better to hear “1 would
like to see more of the surroundingsin this
scene, | couldn’t visualize very clearly,” or
“1"d like to know more about your character
and why he would do this,” or “| felt that
word made me stumble, possibly another
word would help it flow better, suchas...”.
» Behonest and direct in a polite and caring
way.

» Therough draft is probably the most
sensitiveto critique. It'sreally gill inthe idea
stage, so punctuation isunimportant in this
phase of the work. Look for the ides; isthe
plot being laid out? Isthe scene being set?
Are the characters being rounded out and
becoming real ?

» Be encouraging, thisis a new creation that
needs scul pting.
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