DI IDIIIDIDIDIIDIDIDIDINT

writers’ block

Carrollton Creative Writers Club Newsletter
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Carrollion Creative
Writers Club

Founded Falf 2008
wwnw CamolitonCraativeWritersClub.com
www.coweblog.ologspot.com
Mission:

Provide information and crtigus and facilitats
tne art of all forms of written expression.
Mesatings:
2nd and 4tn Tussaays, 10:00 am - noon
Carroliton Cultural Arts Ganter
251 Alsbama Streat, Carmoliton, Ga& 30117-3244
{770) 838-1083
Contact:

Mary Wilburn 770-832-0578
mnsaxcnéaol.com
For publication in newslstian S2nd your news to
marngaratdysr@mindspring.com
Diaaina: the last Wednesoay of the montn

business:

= Joann Dunn was the faciitator for the
April Postry Mantn mestings.

= Tom Cook reporis that 10 memberz
prezsnt at the Apsil 13 mesting agresd to
participate in thiz year's MeccaFsst. That'a
almost half of the paid members to date.
we participats in a shared tent, you must
be availabla during fast houwrs to asll your
own work. We also plan to read in the
awpditorium, as we did last year .

Tom would ke to gst input from the rast
of the mamberz. Pleaze email Tom at
boinsrzitatt nat to let him know if you'rs
intersated in participating.

= Margaret Dyer reguested help with the
newalstier. It was agresed upon in the April
27 mesting that sach month's facilitator
will provide notes to Margarst of COWC
newa, a list of the readsrs who participate
in critigues and a brisf arficls about the
moanth’s program. Margarst is designing a
form to help maksa the task simpla.

= Margarst iz accepting suggsestiona for
name for COWG newsletter. Let'z dizcuss
it at upcoming mestingz. i you'rs unable
to attend, 2and your auggsationa to mar-
garetdyarfmindspring.com.

* The Laurstta Hannon workshop waz
full of halpful information. Hare ars 2oms

iy Jay Michael Jones

April 2010

attendesa’ commenta:

I really appreciated the informanion abour
marketing your book. [ Iiked that she had iframs
o look at and offered her help to amyone look-
img for vendors thar make specific stems. It wall
worth the nme and money.

Digne Quimby

I'really gor my money's worth from Lawretia
Hammon. She pave cach of s a folder with a
copy af her ambifiows agenda for the seminar
and worked hard to complete the objectives in
that apenda. She covered mamy fopics m the
workshap: a wish list, writer s Block, decping
a jowrnal, queries, hooks, geiting pubiished
gffective markeiing, and orhers. The folder
also had forms to help writers set and achisve
goals, how to ser a schedule for writing, and
poimiers on dealing with agenrs. Lawrerna is
well-organized, kelpful, funny, and shows she
cares abont writers - a real professional.
And.. Fwent home with a good boftle of wine,
chocolates, and wrinmg tools: the door prize!
Frank Allan Rogers

program:
APRIL13
NOTES FROM JOANN DUNN

Thiz iz postry month, 2o the mesting waz
devotad to postry, apecifically modsm po-
atry, mostly by post laureates of England,

I'm writing Michelle Strong
a letter of complaint.
“Yuck, ick, barf.”

=
It's @ bastseller,
S0 SOMBONE Must
like it. What's

it about, anyway?

B [y Wil b
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Let’s draw straws, and the
loser has to read it
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U5, and Georgia. We looked at the use

of comman, sarthy exparisncas and non-
traditional achemesa in contrast with the
rhyma schamas, meter and nobls senti-
mantz of sarly post laursatea, and how
thiz leaa atructured atyle accomplizhesa the
goalz of making the reader fael what the
poet iz frying to expreas.

readings:

APRIL 27

Zan Marie Setadham read a posm,
“Christmas Promizs,” which we all edited.
It iz something she would like to use at the
end of her next book, “A Christmaz Wall "
Zan Marie’s comment: I found nryself smug-
gling with the very line the group spotred. Four
imprt 1o rake it our ifred the problem our of the
way and made the poem exactly what it needs
1o be. Thamk you all!

Elzanor Hoomes read two light posms
and a longer work, "Vineyard,” compoaad
for a memaorial service, read on Earth Day.
Wi had some suggeations but falt it waz
strong and appropriate for the s purposze.
Eleanors commant: [ have said to many
nimes bafore: [ amply canror jldge wy own
work. was ner sure of the value of “Vime-
yard”™ umtil I received the feedback from the
members of CCWC. I mow think thar I will
miake it the final poem in GREEN THUMBES.
Diana Quimby read “ky Noodls” and

“| Try.” both about her sxperiance with
traumatic head injury. Shea ia conaidering
which ans to use to start her book. We
agrasd both ware excellent, but favored
iy Moodla for ite wit.

Dhane’s commeni: [ really valie any suggos-
rioms from this group and you never disappoint.
Poem ome will be the prologue. It is posinve
and giver the message of the book--hope. T
really appreciare the feedback.

Richard Anderzon read a short atory,
“Strudelloon.” a provocative piecs about
man's relationship to God.

Frank Rogers raad tha first chapter of hiz
next book, “Twice Upon a Time™, whera
man's relationship to God, or in thiz caza
Soorates, was ast in the old wesat and
provided an engroasing beginning to the
ook, We wers all looking forward o
hearing Chapstar 2.

Frank's commeni: A big juicy thark you ro
everyone ar the meenng reday. I appreciate ail
the valuable comments for Twice Upon a Time.
As I sit here making changes to Chapter 1, I'm
reminded thar nothing improves @ story ke a
pood crifigue. Now go write something.

member news:

Tom Cook launched hia official webaite on
April 18th, under hia pen nams, Thomasz
Young. If you haven't visited the site yst,
direct your browssrs to www thomas-
young.net and chack it out.

Margaret Dyer did Not win 18 Cower in

the 20071 Amenican Artist Magazing cover
COMPStHon. But yOu will 588 Nar wirk in e
July 508, which Shoukl bs on the Stanas in
mid June. She leaves at the end of hMay to
teach a 2 week pastsl workehop in Francs.
Wa'll see pictures oF Nar trip in the August
mesting.

opportunities:

A pubkshed creatrvg writer and veteran in-
Structor iz neated to [8ad 4 creative writing
worksnop that will mploy journal, memair
and posairy a5 geness Sor Solf-expPrassion as
part Of 3 Wwoman's retraat 10 Do hald in the
wintar of 2011 in Oaeaca, Maxi Tt
muzt hawe exparience faclitating writing
wiorkshops for adults. l::DI'I'I|DBI"GEI.'.iE}"I will
inclwds air trawsl, f00d and looging, plus a
mooest stipend. Deadiing: Juna 1.
informiation Daxacaculbure. wordpress.
com/201 Mafwanted-creativa-witing-
iNStructor-for-womens-ratrsat’ or contact
Morma Hawithorne at normanaswthornag
mac.com.

calendar:
October 8 and 10: MaccaFaest 10am-5om

Saturday, December 51 COWC Christmas
dinner at Littie Hawaiian, 7-30Ph.

next meetings:

May 11 & 25.

Martna Dufige, cookbook writing with nara-
tive, and daughtsr Lauren Grawas, photog-
raphes gardenanwritar

upcoming facilitators:

Juma: Jay Jones

July: David Green

August Margaret Dyer

Septemizer: Shirley Garrett, tips on marks
ing throwgh pressniations

Ootober: Jos Byrd

Mowvemicer: Tom Cook (2nd Tussday onhy),
Lawrstta Hanman, marksting

Diecemioer: Tom Cook (2nd Tussday onhy),
Critiguas

Bisazs send any COMBCHoNS o DMISSions 10 Sa-
for's attention at magastdysriminasonng.com

Reading and Critiquing Guidelines:
before the mesting:
Motify the fasiiator
wihat you ars §ing 10 read, i8;
genee, chaptar, poam, short Story

the word count or nUMbar of pages.

wiich draft your wiork i3 rough,
5econd, Closs to final or final, sto.

If you are unatie to notify befor-
hand, teil the faciltator upon arrival at
ho meating.

Provide copiss of your work: Oy
email or Nand CoDy; S0Me Membars wil
maks Notes on their copy and give it
back to you. It's a good idea to contact
the faciitator to 528 Now mary will be
attendingvraading. Ton Copies ars usu-
ally sufficisnt.
during the measting:

Whan reading your pigcs, give ong
minute or s of back story if you feal
it’s vital 10 your prasentation.

fiou My hawve someons elze read
for you, Dut piBase Make this arange-
ment in advance 50 your readier Nas a
chancs o familianze NiMEsel with your
work,

when you'ra finished reading:

5 back and acoegt Wour Madicing
gracefully; being cefantiva Nelps no
one.
haks notas of the weral critiguss given
you for later refierance. Should you
disagres with SOMEeons's Critiqua, just
accapt & and go on. I you hawe a ques-
tion raganding S0Meons's ontigus, ask
for clarification, then monwve on.

Bs gracious and st evanyone move
an to the naxt readar

for thoss critiquing:

Famembar tha readser it [00oking
for constructive crificism. Take cars to
peint out one ting you liked for sach
thing that bothared you. This is called
Sandwiching your COMMEnts.

Ba specific about what did or didn't
wedrk: f0r yOou. It not halpful to hear *|
didn’t like that™ but & may ba Detter to
haar “wowld liks to 88 mars of tha
SurrpundiNgs in this scane, | couldn't wi-
Gualkzs vary cleark:” or “1'd liks 10 ko
mone about your charactsr amd wity he
would do this,” or °I falt that word made
me stumble, poesibly another word
would help it flow Dedter, suchas ..".

Ba honast and direct in a polite and
cAring way.

The rough draft is probably tha mos
gensiive t0 critigus. It's really stillin the
idea stage, 80 punctuation s wnimport-
ant in this phase of the worle. Look for
the idea; is 1he plot being laid out? Is
the zcans being s8i? Ans the characters
Deing roundsd out and bacoming real?

Bs sncouraging, this is a new cre-
ation that masds sculpting.




