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and the Straw Man.”

Shelly Murphy read “Fat Chance of Rain,”
a chapter from her gardening book.

Frank Rogers read chapter 16 of “Twice
Upon a Time.”

Frank’s comments: Thanks to all of you for the
feedback on Chapter 16 of my novel in prog-
ress. CCWC writers are always a big help.

Richard Anderson read “Soldiering and
Such,” a memoir.

Joann Dunn read a chapter from “Hope’s
Road.”

News:

Diane Quimby’s new book store, WILEYS
BOOK EXCHANGE, is scheduled to open
September 4, in the Crossroads Shopping
Center in Carrollton (the Kroger shopping
center), Some of us dropped by as she was
preparing for the opening...this is going to
be a wonderful little book store. Go to the
opening!

Zan Marie Steadham posted the cover to
her new book on her blog, www.InThe-
ShadeOfTheCherryTree.blogspot.com. A
CHRISTMAS WALK is at the printer and
will be here right on schedule for Temple
Founder’s Day on September 18. Zan
found the cover image at www.istockphoto.
com and Diana Black designed the cover
around it. See Diana’s website at http://
www.diana-designs.net.

We welcomed back Dawn Goodwin to our
August 24 meeting. Since we last saw her,
she’s gotten a book deal and advance from
Simon and Schuster! We hope to hear more
of it at upcoming meetings.

Author Event: Award winning author, M.L.
Malcolm will be speaking at the Carrollton
Cultural Arts Center, Thursday, Septem-

ber 2 at 7:00 p.m., about her new novel,
“Heart of Lies.” Wine and cheese reception
afterwards. If anyone would like a flyer, Anita
Buice can send one electronically. Email her
at anitawbuice@gmail.com. “Heart of Lies”
can be purchased from Horton’s.

New book store in Villa Rica, BOOKS BY
DESIGN, features local artists and authors.
113 South Candler Street, one block off of
Main Street. Check out their blog: http://
bookshydesign.wordpress.com

calendar;

October 9 and 10: MeccaFest 10am-5pm

Saturday, September 4: Wiley’s Book
Exchange Grand Opening.

Saturday, December 4. CCWC Christmas
dinner at Little Hawaiian, 7:30PM.

next meetings:

September 14 & 28: Shirley Garrett,
facilitator: tips on promoting and selling
your books, marketing through presentation,
e-book publishing, audio recording of your
book. Don’t miss it.

October: Joe Byrd, facilitator
November: Tom Cook, facilitator (2nd
Tuesday only), Lauretta Hannon, marketing.
December: Tom Cook, facilitator (2nd
Tuesday only), critiques.

Please send any corrections or omissions to edi-
tor’s attention at margaretdyer@mindspring.com

Reading and Critiquing Guidelines:

before the meeting:

Notify the facilitator of:

< what you are going to read, i.e.;
genre, chapter, poem, short story

« the word count or number of pages.
< which draft your work is: rough,
second, close to final or final, etc.

& If you are unable to notify before-
hand, tell the facilitator upon arrival at
the meeting.

< Provide copies of your work by
email or hard copy; some members will
make notes on their copy and give it
back to you. It's a good idea to contact
the facilitator to see how many will be
attending/reading. Ten copies are usu-
ally sufficient.

during the meeting:

< When reading your piece, give one
minute or less of back story if you feel
it’s vital to your presentation.

< You may have someone else read
for you, but please make this arrange-
ment in advance so your reader has a
chance to familiarize himself with your
work.

when you’re finished reading:

< Sit back and accept your medicine
gracefully; being defensive helps no
one.

Make notes of the verbal critiques given
you for later reference. Should you
disagree with someone’s critique, just
accept it and go on. If you have a ques-
tion regarding someone’s critique, ask
for clarification, then move on.

< Be gracious and let everyone move
on to the next reader.

for those critiquing:

< Remember the reader is looking

for constructive criticism. Take care to
point out one thing you liked for each
thing that bothered you. This is called
sandwiching your comments.

& Be specific about what did or didn’t
work for you. It’s not helpful to hear “I
didn’t like that” but it may be better to
hear “l would like to see more of the
surroundings in this scene, | couldn’t vi-
sualize very clearly,” or “I'd like to know
more about your character and why he
would do this,” or “| felt that word made
me stumble, possibly another word
would help it flow better, such as ...”.

< Be honest and direct in a polite and
caring way.

& The rough draft is probably the most
sensitive to critique. It's really still in the
idea stage, so punctuation is unimport-
ant in this phase of the work. Look for
the idea; is the plot being laid out? Is
the scene being set? Are the characters
being rounded out and becoming real?
< Be encouraging, this is a new cre-
ation that needs sculpting.



