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CCWC business

Joe Byrd facilitated the October meetings.

Lauretta Hannon will not be able to
speak to us at the November meeting as
planned. Instead, that will be a reading and
critique meeting.

We’ll meet only once in November and
December (the second Tuesdays) because
of the holidays. The dates are November
9th and December 14th, so mark your
calendars.

Dues are coming up in January. Please
wait until the dues announcement in Janu-
ary to pay. Please do not pay them early,
because, given the Center’s accounting
system, record of your payment will not
appear on next year’s active list if you do.

Our Christmas Party is Saturday, De-
cember 4th at the Little Hawaiian restau-
rant. We have invited Spencer Crawford
and his wife to be our guests. Party starts
at 7:30 PM.

Tom Cook reported on the Local Voices
Assessment and there was some discus-
sion of plans for next year’s event. Any
member who has a suggestion to improve
the readings, staging, door prize, etc. for
next year is invited to send that suggestion
to Tom at boinerz@att.net.

October 2010

Joann Dunn mentioned two upcoming
conferences: The Red Clay Writers’ Con-
ference, (www.georgiawriters.org/Red-Clay-
Writers-Conference), in November, held at
Kennesaw State University; and, Murder
Goes South, (www.murdergoessouth.com),
sponsored by the Smyrna Friends of the
Library, held in Smyrna. If you’d like more
information, go to their websites.

Shirley Garrett is looking for an editor--the
commas, semicolons and ellipses kind —for
her new book on public speaking. If you
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What do you mean, "Rancho" is no good?
It's got ME, hasn't it?!

ME, Crystal Burton, darling of
the Teen Movie Genre! Men
fall over their tongues, over
ME! Women cry in envy,

over ME!

Do you have any idea
how big a star | am?!

Any closer and
you'll blind me
with the facts!
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have this talent and are interested, contact
Shirley at drshirl@mindspring.com.

Eleanor Hoomes presented a portable
lectern to the club, one that had been made
for her by Royce Stallings, for us to use when
we have speakers. It's stored in the closet
adjoining our meeting room.

Diane Quimby announced a mass book
signing of our published authors at her shop,
Wiley’s Book Exchange, located in the
Carrollton Crossroads Shopping Center, on
Saturday, November 27th. Tables will be set
up outside for our authors to meet, greet and
sell books to the public. An ad to announce
the event will appear in the Wednesday-
before-Thanksgiving edition of the Times-
Georgian. If you have posters touting your
book(s) suitable for putting up in the shop’s
windows, or if you haven’t already told Diane
you want to join in, or if you'd like more
information about the event, contact Diane

at the shop--770-834-2010—or email her at
dquimby@bellsouth.net. As someone pointed
out, this is Black Saturday, part of the hottest
pre-Christmas shopping weekend of the year.
Even if you're not published, come out to the
event to support our authors!

program

October 12

Joe Byrd discussed various types of poetry
and read examples he’d written to illus-
trate what he was talking about. Eleanor
helped, as she knew all the styles as well.

readings
October 26

Donna Spivey read an excerpt from her ‘never
to be published’ autobiography, “Symphony Sea-
son.” She also read two poems: “Eternal Gift,”
and “Old Woman in the Mirror.”

Richard Anderson read “Scraps,” a poem.

Jay Michael Jones read another installment of
“Chatterstrip at the End of Civilization.”

Eleanor Hoomes read “One Woman’s Compli-
ments,” a poem.
Thanks for the laughter afterward. Eleanor

Zan Marie Steadham read an excerpt from her
novel-in-progress, “Friendly Fire.”

Zan Marie’s comments: I love the feedback and
will be sure to give you more of an introduction
to get my listeners up-to-date on where in the
storyline the snip comes. Thanks again for your
comments.

Joe Byrd: read an excerpt from a probable P.I.
mystery novel, “I’m Slade.”

member news

Zan Marie Steadham: My speaking en-
gagement with the Fellowship Class at First
Methodist went wonderfully. Thanks to Anita
and Kevin Buice for inviting me. If any of you
know of a group who might like for me to
visit, I’d love to know who to contact.

Margaret Dyer was featured in a front-
page news article in the Times-Georgian’s
October 24th edition. It reported that her
pastel “Villa Rica Work Crew” won her
fourth award at the annual juried exhibi-
tion of the Pastel Society of America in
New York. Margaret earned the prestigious
title of “Master Pastelist” with her third
award several years ago. Congratulations,
Margaret!

Mary Cunningham and Diana Black are
among a great lineup of authors - Pat Conroy,
Fanny Flagg, Rick Bragg, M.L. Malcom, to
name a few- invited to participate in the 77th
annual Beauty and the Book, Girlfriend
Weekend, Jan 13-16 in Jefferson Texas. The
weekend is hosted by the Pulpwood Queens
and Timber Guys Book Club, along with
Beauty and the Book founder, Kathy Louise
Patrick.

Mary and Diana will also travel to Indiana,
DEC 2-3, for school events and library book-
signings.

Mary is signing books at the Savannah Chil-
dren’s Book Festival, Nov 13 at Forsyth Park
in Savannah, GA.

From Frank Allan Rogers: Four sessions,
many long hours in the recording studio,
and a jar of honey to keep the vocal chords
lubricated -- a lot of work and a labor of
love. “Upon a Crazy Horse” audio book is
off to Solstice Publishing. Production copies
should be available next month, just in time
for Christmas.

calendar

Tuesday, November 9: CCWC meeting.
Only one meeting in November.

Saturday, November 27: Massive book
signing at Wiley’s Book Exchange, 11:00-
2:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 4: CCWC Christmas
dinner at Little Hawaiian, 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 14: CCWC meeting.
Only one meeting in December.

Please send any corrections or omissions to edi-
tor’s attention at margaretdyer@mindspring.com

Reading and Critiquing Guidelines:

before the meeting:

Notify the facilitator of:

& what you are going to read, i.e.;
genre, chapter, poem, short story
< the word count or number of pages.
& which draft your work is: rough,
second, close to final or final, etc.

& |f you are unable to notify before-
hand, tell the facilitator upon arrival at
the meeting.

& Provide copies of your work by
email or hard copy; some members will
make notes on their copy and give it
back to you. It's a good idea to contact
the facilitator to see how many will be
attending/reading. Ten copies are usu-
ally sufficient.

during the meeting:

< When reading your piece, give one
minute or less of back story if you feel
it’s vital to your presentation.

< You may have someone else read
for you, but please make this arrange-
ment in advance so your reader has a
chance to familiarize himself with your
work.

when you’re finished reading:

& Sit back and accept your medicine
gracefully; being defensive helps no
one. Make notes of the verbal critiques
given you for later reference. Should
you disagree with someone’s critique,
just accept it and go on. If you have a
question regarding someone’s critique,
ask for clarification, then move on.

& Be gracious and let everyone move
on to the next reader.

for those critiquing:

& Remember the reader is looking

for constructive criticism. Take care to
point out one thing you liked for each
thing that bothered you. This is called
sandwiching your comments.

& Be specific about what did or didn’t
work for you. It's not helpful to hear “|
didn’t like that” but it may be better to
hear “I would like to see more of the
surroundings in this scene, | couldn’t vi-
sualize very clearly,” or “I'd like to know
more about your character and why he
would do this,” or “I felt that word made
me stumble, possibly another word
would help it flow better, such as ...”.
< Be honest and direct in a polite and
caring way.

& The rough draft is probably the most
sensitive to critique. It’s really still in the
idea stage, so punctuation is unimport-
ant in this phase of the work. Look for
the idea; is the plot being laid out? Is
the scene being set? Are the characters
being rounded out and becoming real?
& Be encouraging, this is a new cre-
ation that needs sculpting.



